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CAMBRIA DONATES NATURAL QUARTZ SURFACES TO BE USED IN 

GILDA’S CLUB IN MADISON 
  

Barry Alvarez Facilitates Cambria’s Support of New Facility that Provides 
Social and Emotional Support for Anyone Touched by Cancer 

    
MADISON, WISC. (September 10, 2008) – Cambria, the only producer of natural quartz surfaces 

in the U.S., donated its product to be used in the kitchen of Gilda’s Club in Madison, Wisconsin. 

The Club, named after comedian Gilda Radner who died of ovarian cancer in 1989, was designed 

to provide social and emotional support for men, women and children who have cancer or who 

have been touched by the disease. 

 

“We have always believed in giving back to the communities we serve and Gilda’s Clubhouse is a 

wonderful example of how people and communities can come together to make a difference in the 

lives of others,” said Pat Simonett, District Manager of Great Lakes Sales for Cambria Natural 

Quartz Surfaces. “We are pleased that we could make this donation and we are hopeful that this 

amazing facility will provide comfort to families dealing with cancer.”  

 

Eighty-five square feet of Cambria, a value of $8,500, was measured and installed by Mark Uhlig 

and his team of Cambria installation partner Ideal Surfaces, Inc. located in West Bend, Wisc.   

 

Barry Alvarez, University of Wisconsin Director of Athletics and former head football coach, 

facilitated Cambria’s involvement with the project. Alvarez and his wife Cindy served as the 

campaign co-chairs to bring a Gilda’s Club to the community. 
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“I am pleased that Cambria has partnered with Gilda’s Club to help complete this project,” Alvarez 

said. “Cindy and I invite everyone to view for themselves this collaboration.”  

 

Gilda’s Club in Madison opened August 18. 

 

“Gilda’s Club Madison is thrilled to have the support of Cambria and their donation is a wonderful 

addition to our kitchen area,” said Marcia Whittington, Chief Executive Officer for Gilda’s Club 

Madison. “Pat and his team were so willing to help us as we worked to obtain in-kind donations for 

our Clubhouse and we truly feel that this entire project has been a long success because of 

companies like Cambria.  We could not have done it without them.” 

 

Cambria has a history of supporting important community projects including providing product to be 

used in episodes of “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.” Cambria also donated product to be used 

in the home of an Oregon family with a severely disabled 18-year-old son and an ailing grandfather 

who had been living in a trailer in the family’s driveway. 

 

Strong, Safe, Certified and Environmentally Friendly 

Cambria is a stain resistant, nonporous surface that is harder, stronger and easier to care for than 

other stone surfaces including granite and marble because it does not require sealing with 

chemicals. Cambria is also certified by NSF International as safe for use as a food preparation 

surface – there is no safer surface available to consumers.   

 

Cambria recycles and recovers 100 percent of the water used in its production processes through 

unique settling and filtering techniques. In addition, Cambria surfaces do not off-gas and contain 

zero formaldehyde or volatile organic compounds (VOC’s).  Cambria surfaces have been tested for 

radon and radiation emissions by Air Quality Sciences, Inc. (AQS), an International Organization 

for Standard (ISO) 9001:2000 registered and ISO 17025 accredited Indoor Air Quality Company.  

The test confirms that Cambria Natural Quartz Surfaces™ have no emissions. 

 

Cambria surfaces are GREENGUARD for Children and Schools® certified and GREENGUARD 

Indoor Air Quality Certified®. Cambria Natural Quartz Surfaces™ may help projects achieve LEED 



 3 

points towards certification in the Indoor Environmental Quality category and/or the Materials and 

Resources category of various LEED Green Building Rating Systems.  

 

Primarily made from North American quartz, and as the only producer of natural quartz surfaces in 

the United States, Cambria has a lower carbon footprint when compared to other quartz products 

that are largely produced in the Middle East, Asia and Europe and require greater transportation 

and carbon resources in route to market.  

 

About Cambria 
Cambria is a privately held, family-owned company with more than 600 employees. Headquartered 
in Le Sueur, Minn., Cambria is one of the few quartz surface plants in the world and the only 
producer of natural quartz surfaces in the United States. Cambria has a North American network of 
stone fabricator and installation partners that share Cambria’s commitment to quality and 
craftsmanship. Cambria focuses on quality, innovation and growth in their respective markets. 
Cambria is available to consumers via retail partners throughout North America. Cambria also 
exports its products throughout the world. For additional information about Cambria, or to locate 
the closest Cambria dealer, call 1-866-CAMBRIA or visit Cambria on the web at 
www.CambriaUSA.com. 
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